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We’re going to study this topic Understanding Our Way, and this is based on Prov. 20:24. This is something that we’re going to spend a lot of time with in the book of Proverbs. We’re going to talk a lot about understanding our way and wisdom, and we want to take it from a little bit different perspective than in the past. 

This has to do with really understanding our way and understanding the learning of the ways of God and to understand our own way. It’s always challenging, especially in these times when so many things are happening to so many people everywhere.

Proverbs 20:24: “Man’s steps are of the LORD, how can a man then understand his own way?”

There are a lot of questions that come up from this one proverb here. If we stop and think about it: 

· Are everybody’s steps of the Lord? 

· Are those who are called steps of the Lord?

We’re going to see a little bit more of what this means, especially the question: “…how can a man then understand his own way?” 

Do you understand your own way? We understand that we’re striving to go in the ways of God, the straight and narrow path!
· Do we really understand our way?

· Do we really understand what is happening?

· Do we really understand where we are going individually?

It’s talking about the way of each one of us! To begin to answer this question that we’re going to study today:

Proverbs 14:8: “The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way, but the folly of fools is deceit.”
The way that he is going, the way that he is walking. The ones who are prudent understand their way, and that’s the wisdom. The wisdom is to understand their way, because the prudent is the one who stops and thinks and foresees and plans. It takes forethought before carrying an action, that’s the prudent. “The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way…”

Then the contrast is: “…but the folly of fools is deceit.”

· How much deceit have we seen in the last two years especially? But historically there’s a lot of deceit! 

This world, as we know, is the world of Satan the devil! 

· How much more deceived are people in general now because of this folly, this folly of fools?

It says in the Psalm that the fool has said in heart that there is no God! That’s where this society is right now, thinking that there is no God and all opinions of everyone are the same. In a sense that’s right, but that doesn’t mean that that’s the truth and reality! 

There is so much foolishness now, and we’re seeing the result of it. It’s resulting in deceit; the folly of fools is deceit! It’s hard now to discern what is true from what are lies. There’s fake news, and each side accuses the other of fake news and misinformation; there’s all these things. 

What that is, there’s a lot of deceit, and that is because of the folly of fools! The ones who:

· don’t consider God

· don’t consider what God is doing

· don’t consider what the Word of God tells us about where we are going each person individually, and also collectively

As a nation and as a society in general!

“The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way…” The one who takes a moment and thinks about where he or she is headed, and what is happening!

Another important part of being prudent is to also look back and see where we’ve been. 

“…the folly of fools is deceit” because they don’t look back; they don’t take a look at where they’ve been! History, because it’s bound to repeat itself! There’s a lot of deceit in this world, because of the folly of fools!
Most people now choose to spend their time in entertainment and social media. In all kinds of things that are not from God. There’s no wisdom or prudence! There’s no consideration of where the person is going, by and large. I know that I’m making a generalization.

But those of us who have been called by God, He wants us to have wisdom. He wants to give us wisdom and be prudent and to understand our way.

It’s almost like the answer is: Proverbs 20:24: “Man’s steps are of the LORD…”

Proverbs 14:12: “There is a way, which seems right to a man, but the end thereof is the way of death.”

That’s exactly what’s happening with the folly of fools. There’s deceit, but they think it’s fine! They think it’s fine to do the things that they’re doing. Basically grabbing all of these societal norms and just taking them to the trash. There’s a lot of those norms that enables society to work and function, because they were based—maybe not completely—and founded upon Biblical principles.

The folly of fools takes us to v 12: “There is a way, which seems right to a man, but the end thereof is the way of death.”

But if there’s no prudence to understand our way. IF there’s no forethought, no thinking, no pausing, THEN we might end up in the way of death! That’s by and large where this society is going.

But we’ve been called to really understand our way! We’ve been called to something amazing and fantastic because that calling from God is to see the things that most people don’t see. It’s not to be exclusive or be above others. That’s not what it means. 

It’s all from God, and there isn’t anything we have not received. This is not to puff us up or anything like that. In fact, it’s to make us really reflect and really think hard and really be prudent and think about our way! Think about which way we are going and ask ourselves: Are our steps really of the Lord?
Verse 14: “The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways…”

We see a progression here. We see a progression of just having some folly, whatever. ‘I just want to do my own thing and live my life.’ That’s the folly of fools! It ends up in all this deceit!

God is telling the fool that you’re going to have it until you’re sick and tired of it; until you cannot bear it anymore!’

“…but a good man shall be satisfied with his own actions” (v14). It doesn’t say ‘with his ways’! 

· Why? Because it says that ‘man’s steps are of the Lord.’
· How can a man understand his own way if man’s steps are of the Lord?

· Who is leading our steps?

· Are our steps of the Lord?

It would be a contradiction in Prov. 14:12 if man’s steps—of every person—were of the Lord. Because it says, “There is a way, which seems right to a man, but the end thereof is the way of death.”

We know that that’s not Who God is! God does not lead us to the way of death. We may be deceived in our folly, as we saw, and going the way that is not right. It may seem right to us, but we understand that that’s not where God is leading us. 

“The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways, but a good man shall be satisfied with his own actions.”

There’s more to this; there’s a lot more to where our actions come from. 

Now we’re going to start seeing the verses that bring some of these things out of this mystery of ‘man’s steps are of the Lord’ how can we understand our own way?

Verse 27: “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life to depart from the snares of death.”

That fear of the Lord is really what is going to guide us apart from those snares of death and that way that seems right to a man, doing their own folly until they’re full of their own ways. Until they can’t take it anymore! Until they’re filled with their own ways and devices. But here it tells us that the fear of the Lord is that fountain of life! We know that’s what Jesus Christ said: ‘The one who believes in Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

That’s the same fountain of life as the fear of the Lord; believing in Christ! That’s exactly what it’s talking about here! That fear of the Lord is that fountain of life to the depart from the snares of death; to go in the right way. 

We’re going to see what else the Proverbs says about the fear of the Lord, which is absolutely critical. It’s the beginning of everything; it’s where it starts. It begins with realization that there is a God and He made us and loves us and has a plan for us. He has wonderful promises for all us, and He has a way that He wants to guide us in. 

Proverbs 1:7: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,…”

It’s not the end! It’s not all knowledge, but that is what is going to guide us and the fountain of life to depart from the snares of death. That is the beginning of knowledge, fearing God!

“…but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (v 7). That’s that folly that we read about! 

That results in deceit in all kinds of areas of life! It is not just in religion, but in all kinds of areas of life. That’s what Christ said, that He was going to send the Comforter—the Holy Spirit—and it will guide us to all truth, not just when it comes to the Bible, but all truth in all aspects of life!

The beginning of that knowledge and that understanding, and our understanding our way, how can he understand his way but by the fear of the Lord? That’s the beginning of knowledge.

Prov. 16:9 is another one of those that is hard to understand. The very first one we read in: 

Proverbs 20:24 was very difficult to understand: “Man’s steps are of the LORD, how can a man then understand his own way?”

How can we understand our way? And this is another tricky one:

Proverbs 16:9: “A man’s heart devises his way, but the LORD directs his steps.” Again, it’s half and half. 

· Is it everybody? 

· Does the Lord direct the steps of everybody?

or

· Does the Lord direct the steps of those who seek Him? 

· Of those who come to Him?

· Of those who are actually seeking, beginning to understand their way?

That first one that says:

· How can a man understand his own way if his steps are of the Lord?

And here it’s telling us that the Lord directs his steps! For us who have been called, God is directing our steps IF:

· we let Him

· we yield to Him

· we let Him dwell fully in us
So that He can direct our steps!

How many times we make this or that plan, and man’s heart devises his way. We’re in charge, but it turns out to be the opposite way. All things/plans are not just at all how we thought they were going to be. 

But we have to take stock and look back at our lives, and how different… If you just stop right now and apply a little bit of this prudence and understanding, and think about where you are now and where you were 10, 15, 20 years ago and what you used to think then and what you think now. 

That’s a little bit of what it’s saying in understanding our way! Then we can see a little bit more of how the Lord directs our steps. Those of us who have been in the Truth for a while and just really have been called by God and the striving to walk in His ways, He leads us in a certain way. It says that man’s heart devises his way! It’s so true!

We make plans or do this or that, and we end up in places and with people and doing things that we never even imagined. That’s just the reality! Completely different. 

In our own mind it might be much, much better than ever expected, or in some other aspects it’s much more worse than we ever expected. In some it’s not worse or better, it’s just completely different. 

· How can we understand this?

· How can we understand our own way?

It’s God Who guides us with His Spirit, and it’s the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of that. But God in the book of Proverbs gives us a lot more instruction, and we’re going to read some of those instructions and really study these.

Prov. 3—this is God really directing our steps. This is probably written by David to Solomon about how he was to conduct his life and the things to do, all the things that David taught him. But the way that we should read it is that this is from God the Father to us! This is what He is telling us personally! Directly! This is what God the Father wants for us through Jesus Christ.

Proverbs 3:1: “My son, do not forget My Law…”

The very first thing; the most important thing, the foundation of everything is God’s Law. That’s the foundation of that way. That’s what happens when people reject the Laws of God; the veil immediately starts coming on and immediately that folly and deceit and their own ways.
“…but let your heart keep My commandments” (v 1)—which means we have to meditate, we have to memorize and meditate on them day and night (tie in Psa. 1).

Then he tells us why. This is exactly how we can start to understand our own way. Those who are being led by God, by His Spirit.

Verse 2: “For they shall add length of days, and long life, and peace, to you.” The commandments and laws of God! Why? Because God gives His Spirit and His peace and the fruits of His Spirit to all those who love Him and keep His commandments; those who obey Him.

Acts 5:32: “And we are His witnesses of these things, as is also the Holy Spirit, which God has given to those who obey Him.’

Proverbs 3:3: “Do not let mercy and truth forsake you…”—mercy first, truth second! 

First be merciful, then be truthful, as well. If not then you’re going to start going your own way, the way that seems right to a man.

“…bind them… [mercy and truth] …around your neck…” (v 3).

Jesus Christ said in John 14:6: “…‘I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life…’”

So, don’t let that Truth forsake you; don’t let that leave you, mercy and truth. Don’t get deceived in your own folly.

Proverbs 3:3: “…bind them around your neck, write them upon the tablet of your heart.” That comes with all the commandments and laws and keeping them!
God is going to give us mercy and Truth! We’re going to be able to bind them around our neck and write them on the tablet of our heart, which is the New Covenant. In the book of Jeremiah it says that. That was going to be the covenant to write God’s commandments in our heart.

Verse 4: “And so you shall find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man.” 

Why? Because now we’re walking in that way! This is how we can understand our own way. If man steps are of the Lord and we’re yielding to Him. These are specific instructions of what we have to be doing. 

Verse 5: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart…”

That’s why the greatest commandment is love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, being and strength! If you do that you’re going to trust God. If you love Him and know Him, you’re going to trust Him. You’re not going to lean to your own understanding! That’s what it says:

“…and lean not to your own understanding” (v 5).

You’re not going go in your folly and deceit and the way that seems right to you. What does God want? It’s not a guessing game!  We know it from His Word, and we know it because we’re guided by God through the power of His Holy Spirit that is in us; it dwells in us! Then what’s going to happen?

Verse 6: “In all your ways acknowledge Him…”—in everything you do! That’s why He says with all your heart, mind, soul, strength and being all the time. This is what God wants us to do all the time! 
“…and He shall direct your paths” (v 6).

That’s why Deut. 6 says, that ‘these words shall be in your heart. Teach the diligently to your children when you rise up and when you lie down. When you sit in your house and walk by the way.’

Basically, all the time! “In all your ways acknowledge Him…” even if it’s not out loud! But knowing that He is your God and that He is leading and guiding you. You are His workmanship. That’s what it says. “…and He shall direct your paths”—IF you acknowledge Him.

Here’s a big part of the answer. Man’s steps are of the Lord. Who? Those who acknowledge Him! He shall direct your paths!

How can a man understand his own way if his steps are of the Lord? We understand it IF He is directing us!
Sometimes He doesn’t tell us ahead of time what’s coming, because we probably would ‘chicken out,’ quit or give up some of the trials that we have to endure. He knows that if He puts a trial in front of you it is because you are able to bear it. That’s a promise; that’s what it says in Hebrews. That’s a promise, that we’re not going to be tempted more than we can bear. 

But we have to acknowledge Him! We have to have that fear of the Lord. Then we have to do all these things:

· not forgetting His Law

· having a heart for keeping the commandments

· having them written on the tablets of our heart

· acknowledging Him in everything that we do

Then He gives further instruction:

Verse 7: “Do not be wise in your own eyes…” That’s what it says, ‘There is a way that seems right to a man’!

“…fear the LORD and depart from evil” (v 7)—depart from that way!
What is the fountain of life that enables us to do that? The fear of the Lord, the fountain of life! Depart from the snares of death, from evil! 

Verse 8: “It shall be health to your navel and marrow to your bones.” 

That’s what it’s going to be. It’s going to be health, physical, spiritual, mental and emotional health. It all comes from God! It all comes from:

· doing these things

· acknowledging Him

· loving His Word

· walking in His ways

· having that Spirit of God to lead and guide us

· having God the Father and Jesus Christ, through Their Spirit, literally dwelling in us

That’s the health! Then God tells us other things to do:

Verse 9: “Honor the LORD with your substance and with the firstfruits of all your increase”—tithing, offerings!

Verse 10: “And your barns shall be filled with plenty, and your presses shall burst with new wine.”

Why? Because our love is in the Lord, it’s not in things! This is secondary, a by-product. This pales in comparison with the promises that God has made to us. We shouldn’t tithe and give offering just so we have all these things. These things will come. But we should do them because:

· we’re not forgetting His Law

· we’re keeping His commandments

· God Himself is writing them on the tablets of our heart

That’s what it says there! This is another important part of this whole way of knowing the way of God!

Verse 11: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be weary of His correction.”

Do not dismay, sometimes we have to be corrected and it hurts. It really does hurt. It hurts when we hurt others, and when we see the pain that we cause them. It’s really hard to admit that we were wrong and to truly just humble ourselves, acknowledge what we’ve done and just really accept that correction that God is giving us in love and mercy. It’s out of His love:

Verse 12: “For whom the LORD loves He corrects, even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.” This is God the Father Himself! 

That’s what’s amazing! The Lord loves us and that correction is part of that changing process. If He would always let us do what we want, we would be miserable, spiritually, emotionally and everything. 

Another Proverb says, ‘A child left to Himself shames his mother.’ Why? Those of us who are parents, if let our child do whatever he or she wants, they don’t end up well! That’s really not loving them.

Verse 13: “Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding.”

Understanding our way, understanding how God is teaching us, guiding and leading us with His Spirit is absolutely everything. It’s the biggest blessing that anybody could have. And you have it, right now! You have that blessing that:

· you have the Word of God

· you have the Spirit of God

· you have the love of God

God is giving you the opportunity to have wisdom! You can’t have it automatically, and it’s not given out one time. It’s given over time as we walk closer to God and walk in His ways.

“…the man who gets understanding” is understanding our own way! IF our steps are of the Lord! It doesn’t say it that way in Prov. 20:24, but that’s what it implies.

Verse 14: “For the merchandise of it is better than the gain from silver… [much better] …and its produce more than the gain of fine gold.”

All the things that God gave to Solomon were better than silver. God gave him all the silver,  gold and all of thee things, because it pleased God what Solomon asked for: wisdom! We should ask, and ask in faith, knowing and expecting that we’re going to receive. 

Verse 15: “She is more precious than rubies; and all the things you can desire are not to be compared with her.”

There’s nothing, nothing, like walking with our God, our Father Who loves us and made us, and wants us in His Kingdom! And also walking with our older Brother Jesus Christ, our High Priest and Savior! There’s nothing better than learning from Them. Learning from God the Father through the Word, Jesus Christ Himself!

Verse 16: “Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand, riches and honor.”

Again, the key is that we shouldn’t be chasing the riches and honor, or the length of days. We should be searching for God Himself. When we love God with all our heart, mind and being, we’re going to find that it’s the most amazing thing. That’s why David said in one of the Psalm, ‘Besides You [God], I desire nothing upon the earth. The only thing I have asked of You is to be in Your temple to see Your power and glory!’

That’s what David said, because he loved God more than anything in life, and so should we! That’s the first and greatest commandment. It’s a commandment that God doesn’t force upon us, but He wants to gently guide us to that!

Verse 17: “Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.” The paths of God!
Not our own way, not a way that seems right to us. That’s not what it is. All the ways of God are pleasantness! All the ways of wisdom are pleasantness!

Verse 18: “She is a Tree of Life to those who lay hold upon her…”

That’s exactly what God says in Revelation; ‘to the one who overcomes, I will give him the right to eat of the Tree of Life.’ That’s what it says, “She is a Tree of Life…”
It’s that relationship with God; that communion, being in fellowship with God. That’s what it is. 

“…and happy is everyone who holds her fast” (v 18).

There is nothing, nothing, nothing like wisdom! There is nothing like getting this understanding! Understanding our own way when our steps are of the Lord. 

Let’s read a few more verses and instruction about this, because:

· this is God directing us

· this is God directing our steps

So that we can understand our own way! He tells us what’s going to happen. He tells us so that we can understand our way so that we can have a certainty of where we’re going. Though we go through trials and tribulations, we know they are for a purpose, a reason that nothing of this is by chance, or in vain. Nothing, absolutely nothing!
Proverbs 4:20—this is how God instructs us: “My son, attend to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Let them not depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your heart… [again, the words, commandments, statutes, judgment, all of that] …for they are Life… [Jesus Christ Himself said, ‘I AM the LIFE’—the Way, the Truth and the Life] …to those who find them…” (vs 20-22).

These things, these laws, commandments, statutes, and words really reflect the heart of Jesus Christ Himself. That’s why it says:

“…they are life to those who find them,  and health to all their flesh” (v 22)—because in all disease and sickness there is sin! There is a law that was broken! Not necessarily always by us, maybe by others; others close to us or those we don’t even know, but there’s always the breaking of a law, one of the laws of God, or several. 

It’s going to be difficult, there are going to be trials. It’s not like we’re never going to suffer sickness. That’s not what I’m saying. These words are Life! The true Life, and the Life is not in the things that we possess and not even in our physical health. That’s not the Life. The Life Himself is Jesus Christ; it’s dwelling in Him. That’s why He tells us to: 

Verse 23: “Above all guard the door of your mind with diligence…”

Why? Because it’s in that mind where He wants His laws, commandments, judgments and wisdom! His thought toward us with diligence:

“…for out of it are the issues of Life” (v 23).

If we think about it, what are “the issues of Life”? We know that Jesus Christ said, ‘I am the Life; the Way, the Truth and the Life,’ and He is the Life, which issues are those?

They’re the issues of Jesus Christ! They’re the issues that He wants us to know! They’re the issues through which He’s going to guide our paths so that we can understand our way! The amazing thing is that He tells us specifically what to do:

Verse 24: “Put away from you a deceitful mouth…”

If we don’t have something good to say, we don’t have something that is going edify, that is going to build, then put that away, because that can be deceit. Your own ideas, your own things that you believe, put them away! 

“…and devious lips put far from you” (v 25)—let no corrupted word come out of your mouth!

Verse 25: “Let your eyes look right on, and let your eyelids look straight before you. Ponder the path of your feet…” (vs 25-26). That’s what we’re trying to do here!
The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way. The one who is prudent, sees and analyzes and looks back and considers that it is God Who loves us, guiding us and that we are not the subject, but the object. We are the created ones! We’re the ones who are being fashioned. We’re not the owners of our own way! We have to make decisions, of course; God give us free moral agency, absolutely. But we have to yield so that God can direct our steps!

God can direct our steps, but we have to look right on to the Word of God. We have to ponder the path of our feet. Here’s a promise:

“…and all your ways will be established” (v 26).

Because if we ponder the path of our feet in the light of the Word of God we will be established upon the Rock, upon Jesus Christ Himself! 

Verse 27: “Do not turn to the right hand nor to the left…”—because this way is straight and narrow! 

It’s hard; but it’s wonderful! It’s also amazing! Even full of hardships, it’s still amazing, because that’s what’s going to produce the results!

It’s like an athlete, if there’s no pain, there’s no gain, no results, no change! It’s hard work! But it’s wonderful, the end result is amazing! That’s why it says:

“…remove your foot from evil” (v 27).

How are we going to know evil if we keep those commandments in the midst of our heart. This was always God’s desire, always! We know that this is the Word, this is the One Who Jesus Christ, and He’s saying these things.

Deuteronomy 5:29: “Oh, that there were such a heart in them that they would fear Me… [that’s what we saw, the fear of the Lord, the beginning of knowledge] …and keep all My commandments always…” 

· The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge!
· Keep all of My words, all My laws and treasure them within you heart, keep them in your heart!

That’s what God always wants for us, and He still does. That what He was saying about Israel, but it applies to us right now!

“…so that it might be well with them and with their children forever!” (v 29).

That’s what God wants, ultimately that it will go well with us and with our children forever. That doesn’t mean without pain and trials and suffering in this life. But forever that it will always go well. 

If He can really develop that character in us, if we let Him, that’s what He has always wanted.

Then He tells Moses; v 31: “But as for you, you stand here by Me, and I will speak to you all the commandments and the statutes and the judgments which you shall teach them, that they may do them in the land which I am giving them, to possess it.”

He’s giving them directly to us when He says, ‘My Son…’ My Son, do not let My commandments depart from you!

Verse 32: “And you shall be careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.” 

God is the same yesterday, today and forever! What He wanted for Israel is what He wants for us, for all of His children throughout eternity!

Verse 33: “You shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God has commanded you so that you may live… [long life in the right hand, and in the left hand riches and honor] …and that it may be well with you, and you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.” That land was incredible, a land of ‘milk and honey.’

Prov. 5 continues all of these instructions, and this is for us to just ponder all of these instructions and understand our way. It’s not our way, really, if it’s the way of God, if God is leading us in that way. He knows us personally! He knew each one of us from the moment that you were conceived in the womb of your mother (Psa. 139). This is what He wants for us:

· if we have the fear of the Lord 

· if we come to Him and ask Him 

· if we yield to Him

This is how He instructs us:

Proverbs 5:1: “My son, attend to My wisdom; bow your ear to My understanding; that you may keep discretion, and that your lips may keep knowledge” (vs 1-2).

Then He gives us a warning:

Verse 3: “For the lips of a wanton woman drip as a honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil; but her end is as bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword” (vs 3-4).

This can be applicable literally to the wonton woman! Absolutely! But there’s also, just as wisdom is personified in Prov. 8 & 9, there’s also the wonton woman that is the ways of this world! It’s talking about that way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is the way of death!

Verse 5: “Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on the grave.” That’s how we know it’s the same one! 

Verse 6: “She does not ponder the path of life; her ways are unstable—you cannot know them.”

So, if you give yourself to whatever this harlot—that’s what God calls her in the book of Revelation, the Babylonian system, what this world has to offer—it’s unstable and you cannot know them. One day she tells you something and the next day she tells you something else. Changes her mind, doesn’t know, everything is mixed and there are no absolutes and no truth. 

The folly of fools is deceit! That’s this wonton woman!

Verse 7: “Now, therefore, hear me, O you children, and do not depart from the words of my mouth. Remove your ways far from her…” (vs 7-8).

We know, we read it: the fountain of the Lord is that fear of the Lord! It’s the fountain of Life to depart from the snares of death, which is this. 

“…and do not come near the door of her house” (v 8).

Don’t come near the door of her house, because if you go there, this is what will happen:

Verse 9: “Lest you give your honor unto others and your years unto the cruel.”

Your life is wasted chasing pleasure, money, whatever it is that is not of God. This Babylonian system really doesn’t care about any of us! It’s being led by Satan the devil, inspired by Satan the devil, this way of the world, away from the laws and commandments of God!

Verse 10: “Lest strangers be filled with your wealth…”—your mind, thoughts and your heart!

That’s really your wealth, and it can be monetary wealth, as well, but that’s what God wants!

“…and your labors be in the house of a stranger…[this is a stern warning] …and you moan when your end comes, when your flesh and your body are consumed” (vs 10-11). 

If we do not come close to God and stay close to God in prayer, studying and really understanding. Having that relationship with God may teach us these things directly to you and me every morning. Jesus Christ is our example: He [the Father] awakens Me [Christ] morning by morning! 

So are we! We are just as much a child of God as Jesus Christ is! That’s why Jesus said He was not ashamed to call us His brethren. But He doesn’t want us to moan when our end comes, and our flesh and body are consumed.

Verse 12: “And say, ‘How I hated instruction…’” 

That’s the problem; do not despise the correction of the Lord, for He corrects the son in whom He delights.

“… and my heart despised correction” (v 12). 

That’s the reason that when our end comes and we’re consumed, if we hate instruction. ‘Don’t tell me what to do’

Verse 13: “And I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined my ears to those who taught me!” This is really God Himself!
Verse 14: “I was almost in utter ruin in the midst of the congregation and assembly.” It’s good thing it says almost, because there’s always hope. 

God always honors repentance. He always desires that we all come to repentance.

Prov. 7—another chapter about the wonton woman and more instruction about this and how we can understand our own way if our steps are of the Lord.

Proverbs 7:1: “My son, keep My words and store up my commandments within you. Keep my commandments and live; and keep my law as the apple of your eye” (vs 1-2)—the most precious thing that you have!
But not just for law sake, not just for commandment sake, but to understand that they are the very nature and essence of Who God is!

They reflect the very character of God and that’s the reason in the context of our relationship with God, in the context of loving God and obeying that first commandment with all our heart, mind, soul, being and strength. Nothing else matters! Everything else pales in comparison to that!
Verse 3: “Bind them upon your fingers; write them upon the tablet of your heart.” 

Have them always with you, always be meditating on God’s Law day and night! To be like Psa. 1.

Verse 4: “Say to wisdom, ‘You are my sister’; and call understanding your kinsman.”

· we should love to understand

· we should love when God can show us something

Sometimes He does! It’s almost like He puts is right in front of our face so we can see it. So we can see what the trial was all about, so we can see what the conflict, or the success. In the face of this, how do we react. 

· Do we give the glory to God? 

· Are we thankful? 

· or 

· Are we proud?

Pride is always, always wrong! God hates pride in anything! We need to be thankful to God for what He gives us. 

Verse 5: “So that they may keep you from the wanton woman, from the stranger who flatters with her words.” We read who she is and what she does!
Wisdom and understanding is what’s going to keep us in the fear of the Lord. It’s those waters that help us get out of the snare, the trap.

Verse 24: “Hearken unto me now therefore, O you children, and attend to the words of my mouth…. [the words of God Himself] …Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways; do not go astray in her paths” (vs 24-25).

We can understand our own way when we are looking and focusing and meditating upon God’s Law. 

Everything else will become crystal clear that that’s not the path of God. That it goes against His Word! 

Verse 26: “For she has cast down many wounded; yea, many strong men have been slain by her”—if we keep our eyes off of God and His Word!

Verse 27: “Her house is the way to the grave, going down to the chambers of death.”

That’s how we know that this wonton woman is more than just a physical woman that may be out there; though that can happen. That’s what happened to Solomon, and how his heart was turned aside. He followed all of these women that he married and his concubines.

Proverbs 8:32: “And now, therefore, hearken unto Me, O you children… [again, almost every chapter in the first nine] …for blessed are those who keep My ways.”

Before it was laws, commandments, statutes and ordinances, now He is basically declaring—as you build throughout the book of Proverbs—that those are His ways specifically.

Verse 33: “Hear instruction, and be wise, and do not refuse it…. [don’t refuse chastening, correction; it’s part of the process] …Blessed is the man who hears me, watching daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors” (vs 33-34).

Exo 12 says in the instruction of the Passover, kill the lamb and to put the blood that symbolized the blood of Christ on the doorposts. That’s what it says here: “…waiting at the posts of My doors”! That is Christ Himself! 

What else was at the post of the door, besides the blood of Christ, which is the very first step? Without His sacrifice and His blood there is nothing! The process doesn’t continue.

Deuteronomy 6:6: “And these words, which I command you this day, shall be in your heart.” Old Testament, but He still wanted it in their heart!
Verse 7: “And you shall diligently teach them to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up.” Basically all day long! Our lives have to be centered in the Word of God!

Verse 8: “And you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand… [everything you do has to be guided by that] …and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” Everything that you’re taught, think and seeing has to be guided by that!
Verse 9: “And you shall write them upon the posts of your house and on your gates.” And blessed is the one who waits at the gates for that wisdom, because it comes on the Law of God. Who else is at the gate?

Revelation 3:19—Christ Himself speaking: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent.” This is for all of us everyday!

That’s why in daily prayer it says, ‘Forgive us our debts/offenses this day.’

Verse 20: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.” 

That's why is says all of these things about wisdom and blessed are those who stand at the gates, the door! 

· that’s where the blood of Christ is

· that’s where the commandments are

· that’s where Christ is knocking to come and dwell in us

IF we let Him! It’s a choice! 

It’s fascinating how this all connects! All the Word of God connects

Deuteronomy 4:5—Moses speaking: “Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you should do so in the land where you go to possess it. And you shall keep and do them, for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people’” (vs 5-6).

Because of the statutes and commandments alone! That’s why the people of Israel were to give that honor, glory and example to the rest of the nations. They did not fulfill their commission, but that’s what we’re now called to do! That’s what we’re going to be doing as kings and priests. Is to give that example of that wise and understanding people. But I want us to focus in on v 7, because that’s what it’s all about.

Verse 7: “For what nation is so great whose God is so near to them, as the LORD our God is, whenever we call upon Him?”—relationship!
Relationship and love, which is exactly what God wants with us. That’s why He says, ‘My son, come and hear, fellowship, understand and know Me!’ the whole purpose of the laws and commandments is to really get to know God and become like Him; become like Jesus Christ and God the Father!

It’s amazing what it says: “For what nation is so great whose God is so near to them…” 

The best laws in every country are direct from these, from the Bible! But God wants a relationship! That’s what He wants, even though the word relationship is not in the Bible. This is what God really wants. So, how can man understand his own way if man’s steps are if the Lord?

John 14:21: “The one who has My commandments and is keeping them, that is the one who loves Me, and the one who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him.” That’s what this life is all about! 

· to know God

· to walk with God

· to dwell with God 

· to ultimately be in His Kingdom

That’s the whole purpose why God created Adam and Eve, and that’s what He wanted from the very beginning. He didn’t want them to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good an Evil. 

Verse 23: “‘…If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love him, and We… [together] …will come to him and make Our abode with him.” That’s how we can understand our own way!
· when They finally dwell in us and we’re keeping Their commandments written in our heart and mind

· when we’re doing those things, those instructions that we read in the book of Proverbs

· when we’re meditating on them, when we acknowledge Him in all our ways

· when we do those things

Because it says that the goal in everything is:

1-Corinthians 15:28: “…so that God may be all in all.”

It’s talking about the end of the age when Jesus Christ has delivered the Kingdom to the Father, “…so that God may be all in all”—because He wants to do that!
They said that. ‘We will come and make Our abode with him.” That’s what They want! That’s the greatest desire that we know of, of God the Father and Jesus Christ. To dwell in us! But They want for us to follow Them and then understand our way!

The reality is that we’re not going to understand our way right now. We’re going to be understanding a little bit more everyday as things pass and then we can see in the rearview mirror, because we walk by faith and not by sight!
So, it’s not to understand our way so that we have it all figured out from now until our life ends. That’s not the purpose! That’s not what it means! It’s to understand where you’ve been, and the transformation that God continues to carryout in you, in your personal life. That’s what that means! 

Proverbs 8:35: “For whoever finds Me… [wisdom speaking, but also God the Father and Jesus Christ] …finds Life…”

We know that because Jesus Christ said that He is the Life! 

“…and shall obtain favor from the LORD. But he who sins against me wrongs his own soul; all who hate me love death” (vs 35-36).

That’s what it says and what it all comes down to. 

Psa. 67—Just a little bit more perspective on how man can understand his own way and what this is all about. This is what God wants to do, the same purpose that Israel was to be a nation of kings and priests unto all the earth. 

Psalm 67:1: “May God be gracious to us, and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us. Selah.” 

He shone upon the face Moses that He did, so that they would know that this was God Himself! But there’s a purpose, not just to make us nice and shiny and glorious. NO! There’s a purpose!

Verse 2: “So that Your way may be known on earth…” That the way of God may be known on all the earth!

· “…Your salvation among all nations” (v 2). That’s what God wants! God really wants for His way to be known! For His people to be evident, and to be shining all the time! 

That’s that light that Jesus Christ talked about. ‘You are the light of the world.’ That’s what it is, and it’s not that we have light within ourselves. It’s that He is dwelling in us, and He is the Light in the one who is walking in the Light. That’s Who God is. That’s what He wants us to know, to do, to learn and to understand. That is how we can get to understand our own way, but it’s only:

· IF we are coming to God

· IF our steps are of His

· IF we’re not trusting in our own understanding

· IF we’re not trusting in our own wisdom

· IF we’re taking heed all the instructions and things that we just read:

· about understanding our way

· about the things that God personally is teaching us

This is really what God wants!
This represents and encapsulates all of that; John 6:53: “Therefore, Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, you do not have Life in yourselves.’”

That’s what it is, apart from God we do not have Life. That’s why He’s telling us:

· to come to Him

· to come to His Word

· to obey His ordinances 

· to know Him

· to love Him

Verse 54: “The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up in the last day… [length of days is in My right hand] …for My flesh is truly food, and My blood is truly drink” (vs 54-55).

This is what God wants, and we read it in John 14, but it says here:

Verse 56: “The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood is dwelling in Me, and I in him. As the living Father has sent Me, and I live by the Father… [everything that the Father taught Him, showed Him] …so also the one who eats Me shall live by Me” (vs 56-57).

We know that we are to live by Christ, by every word that comes out of the mouth of God. That’s how we are to live. That’s how we can understand our way, IF our steps are of the Lord!
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